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) Gal 2:4,12 . (Gen 17:10,11
I. The Debate in "But some mlen came down from Judea and were teaching the Rom 2:25-29
Jerusalem (1-34) brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of < Gal 6:12-14
Moses, you cannot be saved." Phi 3:1-11

2 And afterPaul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate 51 2:6-23

, with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were Apparently Titus
Why did they go to s was one of those
Jerusalem? appo;n’ted to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about< 1.+ went with
-Gal 2:1-2 this-question. Paul and Barnabas
S s 3:3'6, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through (~Gal 2:3
i To add this as a: :oth Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of
: denieﬁirifgcﬁgﬁ :' Ehe Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
' of Christ’s sacrifice; ™ When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church
L i and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had
b. The Reports (4-18) *ﬁgon‘f’{”ith them.
But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose
-The Pharisees (5) up and séiiq, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to
keep the law of Moses."
%The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider
this matter.
" And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to

a. The Reason (1-3)

-Peter (7-11) them, "Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice
N amongyou, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of
Acts 10:1 - 11:18 the gospel and believe. Gal 5:1

Peter earlier had Rom 3:23

defended his 8 And God, who kpp\ys the heart., bore witness to them, by giving
actions to the \ ghem the Holy Splr.lt !ust as he did to us, .
circumcision party and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed
with regard to Rhis their hearts by faith.
associa tégz tﬁgg '“Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a
/7 yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we
have been able to bear?

""But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord < Eph 2:8
Jesus, just as they will."

-Paul and Barnabas '’ And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and

(4, 12) Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through Acts 14:3,8-10
them among the Gentiles.
" After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to
-James (13-18) me.
*Gal 1:19

' Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take
from them a people for his name.

"> And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written,
"o " 'After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that
has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it,

( II Sam 7:12-13 )

Amos 9:11.12 "7 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the ™. Psa 89:3-4
James quotes in an J Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes 1 Isa 9:6-7
interpretive manner | these things Isa 11:1-10
18 , Jer 23:5-6
known from of old. Eze 34:20-24
19 . . *
c. The Resolution Thgrefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the | Eze 37:15-28
(19-34) Gentiles w}’}o turn to God,
20 but‘_shoi'ﬂd write to them to abstain from the things polluted by
(v.28) - by the |.40ls, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been «-....... ([ See notes on |
Holy Spirit strangled, and from blood. | (v-29) below... |
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Acts 16:4 >

All of these
could be
associated with
idol worship

II. The Disagreement
in Antioch (35-41)

Acts 13:5, 13
Col 4:10
II Tim 4:11

*!' For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those

who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues."

*2Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole

church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch

with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and

Silas, leading men among the brothers,

3 with the following letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the

elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria

and Cilicia, greetings.

**Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from us and

troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave

them no instructions,

it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose

men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

*men who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus /7 R

Christ.

2"We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell

you the same things by word of mouth. -I Cor 8;,9:19-23

* For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on ~Rom 14

you no greater bprden than these requireme?nts: . *Things Polluted by
that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from | rgois

~

emoving the Barriers
of Fellowship

blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual - I Cor 8
;rg;z\(?)vr(;lll‘fy' . If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. «Sexual Immorality

30 . - I Cor 6:13b-20
So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and

having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. | *Things Strangled &

3! And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its B looi 17:13
- ev N
3e211<:ouragement. _ \_ - Deu 12:16,23 )
And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged

and strengthened the brothers with many words.

3 And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace
by the brothers to those who had sent them.

* But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.

% But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and
preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

%% And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us return and
visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the
Lord, and see how they are."

*”Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark.

*¥ But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to
the work.

%% And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from
each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to
Cyprus,

*but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the
brothers to the grace of the Lord.

*I And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the
churches.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version This handout can be downloaded in PDF
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Paul & Barnabas in Jerusalem

Galatians 2:1-14 (ESV)

' Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with
me. 21 went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who
seemed influential) the gospel that | proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure | was
not running or had not run in vain. $But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be
circumcised, though he was a Greek. * Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who
slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into
slavery— to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the
gospel might be preserved for you. ® And from those who seemed to be influential (what they
were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, | say, who seemed influential
added nothing to me. ” On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the
gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the
circumcised 2 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised
worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of
fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. *°
Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do. ** But when Cephas
came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 2Eor before certain
men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. > And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically
along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. * But when | saw that
their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all, "If
you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live
like Jews?"

Circumcision — Confidence in the Flesh

Genesis 17:9-14 (ESV)

° And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations. ° This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between
me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. ** You
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
me and you. > He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout
your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner
who is not of your offspring, B both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with
your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting
covenant. ** Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be
cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant."
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Romans 2:25-29 (ESV)

%> For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your
circumcision becomes uncircumcision. > So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of
the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? %’ Then he who is physically
uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision
but break the law. *® For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision
outward and physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Galatians 6:12-16 (ESV)

21t is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be
circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. ** For
even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you
circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. * But far be it from me to boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.
For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. **And as
for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

Colossians 2:6-23 (ESV)

®Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, ” rooted and built up in him
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. ®See to it that
no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. °For in him the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, %and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all
rule and authority. ' In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of
God, who raised him from the dead. ** And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, “* by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This
he set aside, nailing it to the cross. >He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. ** Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in
questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. *’ These
are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. ¥ Let no one disqualify
you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up
without reason by his sensuous mind, % and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is
from God. *°If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 21"Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch"
22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according to human precepts and
teachings? > These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and
asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the
flesh.
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Philippians 3:1-11 (ESV)

!Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me
and is safe for you. * Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. * For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory
in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— *though | myself have reason for confidence
in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: >
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness,
under the law blameless. ’ But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. ®
Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ °and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith— that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ‘' that by any means possible | may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

Peter & Cornelius

Acts 10:34-48 (ESV)

350 Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, *> but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. ** As for the
word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all),
37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John proclaimed: * how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. 3 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, *’ but God raised him on the third
day and made him to appear, * not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living
and the dead. *To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name." ** While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit
fell on all who heard the word. *® And the believers from among the circumcised who had come
with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. * For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
declared, * "Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?" *® And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Acts 11:1-3 (ESV)

"Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. >So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party
criticized him, saying, 3"You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them."
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Acts 11:15-18 (ESV)

> As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. **And |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.' '’ If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when
we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in God's way?" *®* When they
heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, "Then to the Gentiles also God
has granted repentance that leads to life."

Failure of Man — Salvation by Grace

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
2 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Galatians 5:1 (ESV)
! For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)

! And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. * But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, > even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have
been saved— ®and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, ”so that in the coming ages he mights show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ® For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. *° For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Signs and Wonders by Paul and Barnabas

Acts 14:2-3 (ESV)

?But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.
3So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word
of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

Acts 14:8-10 (ESV)

¥ Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth
and had never walked. °He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and
seeing that he had faith to be made well, *°said in a loud voice, "Stand upright on your feet."
And he sprang up and began walking.
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James — The Lord’s Brother

Galatians 1:19 (ESV)
But | saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.

Prophecy Concerning Gentiles

Amos 9:11-12 (ESV)

"n that day | will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and raise up
its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, 2that they may possess the remnant of Edom and
all the nations who are called by my name," declares the Lord who does this.

Son of David

Il Samuel 7:12-13

2When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your offspring
after you, who shall come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. *He shall build a
house for my name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

Psalm 89:3-4
3You have said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; | have sworn to David my servant:
| will establish your offspring forever, and build your throne for all generations."

Isaiah 9:6-7

®For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. ’Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. *And his
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears hear, *but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. *Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

®The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. "The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the adder's den. °They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

% that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples--of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
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Jeremiah 23:5-6

>"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. ®In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by
which he will be called: 'The LORD is our righteousness.'

Ezekiel 34:20-24

2«Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, | myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. ?!Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak
with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, **I will rescue my flock; they shall no
longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep and sheep. >And | will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.
*And 1, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the
Lord; | have spoken.

Ezekiel 37:15-28

>The word of the Lord came to me: **“Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, and
the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph
(the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ *’And join them one to
another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. ¥And when your people say to
you, ‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ *say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
Behold, | am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of
Israel associated with him. And | will join with it the stick of Judah, and make them one stick,
that they may be one in my hand. *When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before
their eyes, *'then say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | will take the people of Israel
from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring
them to their own land. >?And | will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of
Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no
longer divided into two kingdoms. 2 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols
and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But | will save them from all the
backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and
| will be their God.

%My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall
walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. *They shall dwell in the land that | gave to
my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children
shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. *°l will make a
covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And | will set them
in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. ?’My
dwelling place shall be with them, and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. %Then
the nations will know that | am the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their
midst forevermore.”
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Abstain From...

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (ESV)

12nAll things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but |
will not be enslaved by anything. *"Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food"—
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. ** And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his
power. > Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take the
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! **Or do you not know that
he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two will
become one flesh." ¥’ But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. *® Flee from
sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually
immoral person sins against his own body. ** Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, *°for you were
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (ESV)

"Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." This
"knowledge" puffs up, but love builds up. ?If anyone imagines that he knows something, he
does not yet know as he ought to know. > But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. *
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence,"
and that "there is no God but one." ® For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"— °yet for us there is one God, the
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom we exist.  However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. ® Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if
we do not eat, and no better off if we do. ° But take care that this right of yours does not
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. OEorif anyone sees you who have knowledge
eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food
offered to idols? * And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for
whom Christ died. ** Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it
is weak, you sin against Christ. * Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never eat
meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (ESV)

Y For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all, that | might win more of
them. °To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law | became as
one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that | might win those under the
law. ! To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of
God but under the law of Christ) that | might win those outside the law. >*To the weak | became
weak, that | might win the weak. | have become all things to all people, that by all means | might
save some. 2’1 do it all for the sake of the gospel, that | may share with them in its blessings.
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Romans 14:1-23 (ESV)

! As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the
one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on
the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. * Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is
able to make him stand. > One person esteems one day as better than another, while another
esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. * The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord,
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and
gives thanks to God. ’For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. &If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord's. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living. *® Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; ** for it is written,
"As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God." *
So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. *> Therefore let us not pass judgment
on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the
way of a brother. "I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself,
but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. ** For if your brother is grieved by what you
eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ
died. **So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. *’ For the kingdom of God is
not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18
Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 950 then let us pursue
what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. ° Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the
work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by
what he eats. It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother
to stumble. >> The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who
has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves. > But whoever has doubts is
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from
faith is sin.

Leviticus 17:10-16 (ESV)

19u1£ any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them eats any blood,
| will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people.
" For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it for you on the altar to make
atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. > Therefore |
have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any
stranger who sojourns among you eat blood. > "Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the
strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or bird that may be eaten
shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. * For the life of every creature is its blood: its
blood is its life. Therefore | have said to the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any
creature, for the life of every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. > And every
person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he is a native or a
sojourner, shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening;
then he shall be clean. * But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his
iniquity."
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Deuteronomy 12:15-28 (ESV)

> "However, you may slaughter and eat meat within any of your towns, as much as you desire,
according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. The unclean and the clean
may eat of it, as of the gazelle and as of the deer. '® Only you shall not eat the blood; you shall
pour it out on the earth like water. *’ You may not eat within your towns the tithe of your grain
or of your wine or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vow
offerings that you vow, or your freewill offerings or the contribution that you present, *® but you
shall eat them before the Lord your God in the place that the Lord your God will choose, you
and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who
is within your towns. And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God in all that you undertake. *°
Take care that you do not neglect the Levite as long as you live in your land. *° "When the Lord
your God enlarges your territory, as he has promised you, and you say, 'l will eat meat,' because
you crave meat, you may eat meat whenever you desire. *! If the place that the Lord your God
will choose to put his name there is too far from you, then you may kill any of your herd or your
flock, which the Lord has given you, as | have commanded you, and you may eat within your
towns whenever you desire. > Just as the gazelle or the deer is eaten, so you may eat of it. The
unclean and the clean alike may eat of it. 22 Only be sure that you do not eat the blood, for the
blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh. *You shall not eat it; you shall pour
it out on the earth like water. > You shall not eat it, that all may go well with you and with your
children after you, when you do what is right in the sight of the Lord. 2° But the holy things that
are due from you, and your vow offerings, you shall take, and you shall go to the place that the
Lord will choose, %’ and offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, on the altar of the
Lord your God. The blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of the Lord your
God, but the flesh you may eat. *® Be careful to obey all these words that | command you, that it
may go well with you and with your children after you forever, when you do what is good and
right in the sight of the Lord your God.

Distribution of the Letter

Acts 16:4 (ESV)
*As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the
decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem.

John Mark

Acts 13:4-5 (ESV)

%S0, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to
Cyprus. > When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of
the Jews. And they had John to assist them.

Acts 13:13 (ESV)

¥ Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John
left them and returned to Jerusalem,
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Colossians 4:10 (ESV)
19 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning
whom you have received instructions— if he comes to you, welcome him),

2 Timothy 4:11 (ESV)

" Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for
ministry.
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